The cytologic diagnosis of neoplasia.
With minimal skill, most veterinarians can use cytology to differentiate inflammation from neoplasia and thus provide useful information for the direction of further diagnostic testing. The experienced cytologist can definitively diagnose several specific neoplasms and make a tentative diagnosis of neoplasia for many other types of tumors. This information is useful in establishing a prognosis and in directing appropriate therapy. Cytologic findings should be correlated with other clinical and laboratory information. When the cytologic diagnosis of neoplasia is uncertain, the presence of tumor and tumor cell type should be confirmed histopathologically.